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'Have a look…’





~ CAR 238

“‘The pilot in command of an 
aircraft must not allow the 

aircraft to take off for a flight 
during which the aircraft may 

fly into known or expected 
icing conditions, if the aircraft 
is not adequately equipped 
with either de-icing or anti-
icing equipment of the type 
and quantities directed by 

CASA.” 



‘Not impressed…’
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Hermeneutics
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Hermeneutics 
‘explores how we read, 
understand, and handle 

texts’



Before Wings…
Words



Your aviation word count: 

1,426,480

…and growing





~ Japan Transport Safety Board, 2009, pp.46 

“On the next convenient 
maintenance opportunity, the 

nut on the down-stop 
assembly should be removed, 

the threads on the bolt be 
coated with thread locking 

compound and a new nut be 
installed and tightened with a 

torque of 50–80 in-lbs”.



~George Bernard Shaw

‘The single biggest problem in 
communication is the illusion 

that it has taken place.’



~ CAO 29:11

‘Two white lights operable by 
the pilot and trainable in 

azimuth and elevation without 
removing his/her hands from 

the flying controls…’



…most believed they were compliant 
due to their ‘interpretation’



Why the misinterpretation?confusion
re-intepretation



 confusion?
re-intepretation?

misinterpretation Better questions about                                 



2500 years of 
Hermeneutics





Seven Hermeneutical 
Guiding Principles



Seven Hermeneutical 
Guiding Principles

Authorisation Textualisation
Conceptualisation

Institutionalisation
Emotionalisation Mediation

Socialisation



Seven Hermeneutical 
Guiding Principles
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It’s not the text that has authority, it’s 
the interpretation…



Seven Hermeneutical 
Guiding Principles

T
EX

T Authorising Influences

‘…If the 
aircraft is not 
adequately 
equipped 
with either 
de-icing or 
anti-icing 

equipment of 
the type and 

quantities 
directed by 

CASA’

~ Fice, 2011, Appeals 
Tribunal Transcript

The CEO suggested 
this was ‘totally 

legal…’

Textualisation



~ Aristotle

‘Spoken words are the symbols of mental experience  
and written words are the symbols of spoken words.’



‘…If the aircraft is not 
adequately equipped with 

either de-icing or anti-
icing equipment of the 

type and quantities 
directed by CASA’



Language has limits 
and conditions

‘…If the aircraft is not adequately equipped with either de-icing or anti-icing equipment of the type and quantities directed by CASA’



~ CAR 238

‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow the aircraft to take 
off for a flight during which the aircraft may fly into known or expected 
icing conditions, if the aircraft is not adequately equipped with either 

de-icing or anti-icing equipment of the type and quantities directed by 
CASA.’ 



~ CAR 238

‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow 
the aircraft to take off for a flight during which the aircraft 
may fly into known or expected icing conditions, if the aircraft is not 
adequately equipped with either de-icing or anti-icing equipment of 

the type and quantities directed by CASA.’ 



~ CAR 238

‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow 
the aircraft to take off for a flight during which the aircraft 
may fly into known or expected icing conditions, if the aircraft is not 
adequately equipped with either de-icing or anti-icing equipment of 

the type and quantities directed by CASA.’ 

The proper place for what is to be made most 

prominent is the end

Strunk Jr., W
illiam; The Elements of Style





~ CAR 238

‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow the aircraft to take 
off for a flight during which the aircraft may fly into known or expected 
icing conditions, if the aircraft is not adequately equipped with either 

de-icing or anti-icing equipment of the type and quantities directed by 
CASA.’ 

WHAT COMES AFTER?



~ CAR 238

‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow the aircraft to take 
off for a flight during which the aircraft may fly into known or expected 
icing conditions, if the aircraft is not adequately equipped with either 

de-icing or anti-icing equipment of the type and quantities directed by 
CASA.’  

‘An offence against [this] sub-regulation is an 
offence of strict liability. Note: For strict 

liability, see section 6.1 of the Criminal Code’



~ CAR 238

‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow the aircraft to take 
off for a flight during which the aircraft may fly into known or expected 
icing conditions, if the aircraft is not adequately equipped with either 

de-icing or anti-icing equipment of the type and quantities directed by 
CASA.’  

‘An offence against [this] sub-regulation is an 
offence of strict liability. Note: For strict 

liability, see section 6.1 of the Criminal Code’
THE MODE IS THE MESSAGE





‘The pilot in command of an aircraft must not allow the aircraft to take 
off for a flight during which the aircraft may fly into known or expected 
icing conditions, if the aircraft is not adequately equipped with either 

de-icing or anti-icing equipment of the type and quantities directed by 
CASA.’  

‘An offence against [this] sub-regulation is an 
offence of strict liability. Note: For strict 

liability, see section 6.1 of the Criminal Code’



Meaning isn't just 
read…
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~ Fice, 2011, Appeals 
Tribunal Transcript

The CEO suggested 
this was ‘totally 

legal…’

Conceptualisation

Authorising Influences



Are we Safe?



The main object of this Act (Civil Aviation Act 1988) is to establish 
a regulatory framework for maintaining, enhancing and promoting 

the safety of civil aviation, with particular emphasis on 
preventing aviation accidents and incidents. 



The Royal 
Regulation



The Safety of 
Civil Aviation 



A Definition of 
Safety?
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Are we Safe?
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‘Maintaining, 
enhancing and 
promoting the 
safety of civil 

aviation…’

‘…If the aircraft is 
not adequately 
equipped with 

either de-icing or 
anti-icing 

equipment of the 
type and quantities 
directed by CASA’

‘Two white lights operable 
by the pilot and trainable in 

azimuth and elevation 
without removing his/her 

hands from the flying 
controls…’
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directed by 
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~ Fice, 2011, Appeals 
Tribunal Transcript

The CEO suggested 
this was ‘totally 

legal…’
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~ Fice, 2011, Appeals 
Tribunal Transcript

The CEO suggested 
this was ‘totally 

legal…’

Institutionalisation
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Authorising Influences



~ Fice, 2011, Appeals 
Tribunal Transcript

The CEO suggested 
this was ‘totally 

legal…’

Emotionalisation
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the type and 
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directed by 
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Authorising Influences
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If a rule is written 
clearly, lucidly, 

succinctly, will it 
always be 

understood?



the Irony of 
‘Legislationism’ 



The pen is mightier than the sword, 
but interpretation is 

mightier still…



~Abraham Joshua Herschel

“Speech has power. 
Words do not fade. 

What starts out as a sound, 
Ends in a deed.” 



Debrief


